
 

 

DMS Band Update 
October 2021 

October Band Dates 
10/8- End of the 9 Weeks 
If students have missed a quiz in band with an excused absence, it can be made up! To make it 
up, students should record a video of their playing test. These videos should be submitted to 
the “make up” page on FlipGrid. The direct link to our FlipGrid is https://flipgrid.com/b1493df4. 
Students should sign in with their tcss email. 
 
10/18- TCSS Marching Band Showcase 
The TCSS Marching Band Showcase will be an opportunity for the bands of Tuscaloosa County 
School System to unite and perform for one another and our community. Our 8th grade band 
students will be performing the National Anthem with other TCSS 8th grade band students. This 
is a required performance for our 8th grade band students.  
Our 7th grade students are invited to attend the event to not only watch our 8th grade students 
perform but also watch the marching bands of TCSS perform.  
We will be taking a bus to TCHS. Students should stay after school on Monday, October 18th. 
The buses will be returning to Duncanville after the Showcase but if parents wish to check 
students out from TCHS, they may do so. Food will be available for purchase at the concession 
stands but we prefer students preorder food so that TCHS can ensure we have enough food for 
everyone.  
Since we are riding a school bus, all students attending will need to have a signed permission 
form on file. Permission forms were sent home last week with extra copies available in the 
band room and on the website. Food preorder forms will be given out on Monday and are 
available on the band website. An official itinerary will be sent out the week prior once the 
official rehearsal schedule with the other TCSS middle schools is set.  
 
This month, students should be working on and practicing the following: 

• Winter Concert Music  
• Scales: Eb, F, Db 
• Lyrical All State Etude 

 
Reflection on September 
Thank you for your flexibility during our Middle School Night at the HHS Football Game! 
Although we would have loved to have the night that we planned for, the weather had other 
plans. I think this was a great reminder for me of how much fun band kids can have even with 
unexpected circumstances. I hope everyone still had a good time and an enjoyable experience. 
A huge thank you to our chaperones for this event! You always seemed to be a step ahead of us 
and were knew exactly what we needed. All of our band directors (HMS, HHS, DMS), really 
thank you for your help! 
Thank you to everyone who came to Shindig! This is was a fun way to kick off the year as a full 
DMS band. It was great to meet many band families and seeing the students have a great 
evening! Shindig had nothing but compliments about everyone in our group. Shindig also 



 

 

realized that we are a school organization who can always use financial help and was gracious 
enough to not only give us the discount but also give us a portion of the profits of the pre-sold 
tickets. The band made just under $700 at this event! This is a great help to our program as this 
amount can help cover the cost of purchasing music for our upcoming concerts! So again, thank 
you for attending and having a great time! If you get a chance, please thank Shindig for their 
generosity in helping our band program!  
 
Other Shoutouts  
Chickfila South- Chickfila donated coupon cards to the DMS band to recognize students going 
above and beyond. We thank Chickfila for supporting our students! 
Sectional instructors- So far, our woodwind sections have had virtual sectional with high quality 
instructors on their instrument. These professional musicians donated their time in creating 
specialized content for our students that work on instrument-specific skills. Brass and 
percussion students will be getting this opportunity in the next few weeks! 
 
Looking ahead 
November 30 and December 2: After school rehearsal to prepare for winter concert. Rehearsal 
will last until 4:30 pm. 
December 7: Winter Concert. Performance will be at Hillcrest High School Theatre. Students will 
need to report by 6:15. Students will need to wear their black band polo, black pants, black 
socks and shoes.  
 
As a reminder, check out our Instagram and Facebook pages for pictures and highlights of our 
band events. If you have any pictures of the band, please send them to me! In addition to our 
social media platforms, we have a picture wall in the band room. I would love pictures of all 
angles of our events for students to look at, reminisce, and look forward to future events with 
our band family!  
 
If you have any questions, ideas, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me! 
 
Thanks, 
Brooke Mason 
 
Brooke	Mason 
Director of Bands 
Duncanville Middle School 

 
 
 


